How to ( reate a Rain (Garden

Designing and planting a rain garden is
much like creating any other perennial
garden, with a few unique differences.

*

The garden must be located where runoff
can be diverted into it, at least 10 feet away
from building foundations and septic sys-
tems.

A shallow, saucer-shaped depression is cre-

ated in the garden to hold rain as it soaks in.

The garden should be sbout 20-30% of the
area from which it is receiving runcff.

Soil replacement and additional preparations
are sometimes needed for success. A good
soll mix for rain gardens is 50-60% sand,
20-30% topsoil, and 20-30% compost.

Species of perennial plants and shrubs na-

tive to our region are recommended, as they

are adapted to local conditions and will not
need extra care once they are established.
Plant flood tolerant species n the center and
drought tolerant ones around the edgas.
Berry-bearing and nectar-producing plants
attract and nourish wildlife.

£ mulch of shredded hardwood is an integral
part of your rain garden. It keeps the soil
maist and ready to scak up rain, and makes
your garden low-maintenance.

Did You Know?  The average home roof is 1,300
square feet and generates 832 gaflons of runoff during
a single [ rainfall event.

Rain Garden Resources

New England Wildflower Society:
nttp:ifvaww. newfs.org/publications-and-rescurces/rain-
gardens.html

URI Healthy Landscapes:
wvaw.uri.edufce/healthylandscapesiraingarden.htm

University of Connecticut Extension Service:
wwawv.sustainability. ucen.edu/pdfiraingardenbroch. pdf

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
www.ia.nres.usda.govifeatures/raingardens.htmil

Going Green with Storm Water:
Rain (Gardens

A.'Vh-;z‘. Audubon

Broad Meadow Brook Conservation Center
And Wildlife Sanctuary
414 Massasolt Read
Worcester, MA 01604

Phone: 508-753-6087
Fax: 508-755-0148
www.massaudubon.org

Thés brochure is partially funded by an EPA
Heathy Communities Grant
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